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Amendments to the Claims: 

This iisting of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1 - 8 (Canceled) 

9. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus according 
to c l a i m 8, comprising: 

image input means for inputting image data on an original; 

image process means for subjecting the image data input by the image 
input means to a predetermined image process; 

first program storage means for storing an image process program for 
performing the image process to be executed by the image process means; 

image output means for outputting the image data processed by the 
image process means; 

state detection means for detecting a state of the image output means; 

program input means for inputting an optimal image process program 
from outside, on the basis of a detection result of the state detection means; 

second program storage means for storing image process programs input 
by the program input means; and 

program loading means for reading out a desired image process program 
from the second program storage means on the basis of input information from 
outside, and loading the read-out desired image process program into the first 
program storage means, 

wherein the program input means determines an image quality of an 
output image from the image output means on the basis of the detection result 
of the state detection means, and where the image quality of the output image 
has been determined to have a problem, the program input means inputs, from 
outside, a new image process program based on the detection result of the state 
detection means. 
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Claims 10-12 (Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus accord i ng 
to c l aim 1 2, comprising: 

image input means for inputting image data on an original; 

arithmetic means for subjecting the image data input by the image input 



means to a predetermined image process arithmetic operation; 




first program storage means for storing an arithmetic program 


for 


performing the image process arithmetic operation to be executed by 


the 


arithmetic means; 




image output means for outputting the image data processed by 


the 


arithmetic means; 




second program storage means for prestoring arithmetic programs 


for 


performing the image process arithmetic operation; 




characteristic amount calculation means for calculating a characteristic 


amount of the image data input by the image input means; and 




program loading means for reading out an optimal one of the arithmetic 



programs from the second program storage means on the basis of input 
information from outside, and loading the optimal arithmetic program into the 
first program storage means, 

wherein the characteristic amount of the image data calculated by the 
characteristic amount calculation means is an image density histogram. 

Claims 14-16 (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) An image processing apparatus accord i ng 
to cla i m 1 6, comprising: 

image input means with a plurality of scan modes, for inputting image 
data on an original according to said plurality of scan modes; 
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arithmetic means for subjecting the image data input by the image input 



means to 3 preoexermineo image procoaa dnxrirnexic operaiion, 




first program storage means for storing an arithmetic program 


for 


penorming tne image process aninmexic operaxion xo dc execuxea oy 




arixnmexic means, 




image output means for outputting the image data processed by 


the 


arithmetic means; 




second program storage means for prestoring arithmetic programs 


for 


performing the image process arithmetic operation; and 




program loading means for reading out an optimal one of the arithmetic 



programs from the second program storage means in accordance with the scan 
mode of the image input means, and loading the optimal arithmetic program into 
the first program storage means, 

wherein said plurality of scan modes are a pre-scan mode and a main scan 

mode, 

wherein the program loading means has image characteristic 
discrimination means for discriminating a characteristic of image data input by 
the image input means in the pre-scan mode, and the program loading means 
reads out an optimal one of the arithmetic programs from the second program 
storage means on the basis of a discrimination result of the image characteristic 
discrimination means and loads the optimal arithmetic program into the first 
program storage means, and 

wherein the image characteristic discrimination means discriminates 
whether the original is a character original, a character/photo original, or a photo 
original, on the basis of the image data input by the image input means in the 
pre-scan mode. 

Claims 18-23 (Canceled) 
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